Brainport Smart District
The dialog between public and data
Habidatum has been working together with UNStudio, Felixx, Metabolic, UNSense to create
a new urban vision for the smartest district in the Netherlands. UNStudio masterplan,
which assumes mixed-use strategy both at the level of buildings and at the level of
territories, is supported with data analytics using the sources like online maps, mobile
apps, social and mobile networks.
Habidatum uses this diverse people-generated data on mobility and business activity to
assess (1) the existing conditions (e.g. in the case of greenfield development we look at
the accessibility of the location and its neighboring areas), and (2) the plan for the future,
simulating possible patterns of socio-economic activities that will be generated by the
development suggested by the master plan.
We look at the area through the lens of its analogs and based on their functional profile,
daily dynamics of people’s activity and transport parameters.Through the use of
machine-learning-backed prediction based on the training sample of the real-world
sites-analogs, we suggest possible options for the general future pattern of human and
business activity at Brainport Smart District.

“The smartest neighbourhood in the world”
Brainport Smart District (BSD) – the future living e
 nvisioned by the U
 NStudio is currently
being developed in Helmond’s Brandevoort District in the Netherlands.
Citing the architects, the area will be the ‘living lab’: a mixed residential neighborhood
organised around a central park and surrounded by business spaces and natural reserves.
The district aims to develop a new relationship between buildings and landscape, whereby
both strengthen each other qualitatively, while the landscape is used as a productive
environment for food, energy, water, waste processing and biodiversity.
Unlike most developments, Brainport Smart District is going to have a flexible grid-style
masterplan – the area will be built according to residents’ needs, in response to their
demand. The idea is to create a sustainable and unique living concept, one which
embraces experimentation and ‘learning by doing’.
This living concept is planned to transform the area into a ‘hotspot for a connected and
active mixed community, and a place of engagement that invites residents and neighbours
to collaborate and co-create’.

